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approved in case no suitable publications 
are now available. The resolution was 
adopted. 

Report of Nominating Committee 

Miss Robinson presented the following 
Report of the Nominating Committee: 

By change in the constitution of the 
League of Library Commissions at the 
Berkeley meeting the terms of office of the 
president and secretary were extended to 
two years, to expire on alternate years, the 
term of the secretary elected at that time 
to expire at this meeting. Three members 
of the League were added to the executive 
board with term of three years each, one of 
which expired at this time. The offices 
therefore to be filled to-day are, first and 
second vice-president for a term of one 
year, secretary-treasurer for two years, and 
member of the executive board for three 
years. 

Inasmuch as change in the time of the 
annual meeting has given to the officers re- 
tiring this year but a six-months term it 
has seemed wise to your nominating com- 
mittee to recommend that they be elected 
for the coming year with the exception of 
the secretary whose term must expire, and 
the first vice-president, which offices shall 
be exchanged. We would therefore nomi- 
nate for the vacancies for the coming year 
the following officers: 

First Vice-president — Miss Sarah B. 
Askew, New Jersey. 

Second Vice-president — Mrs. A. J. Bark- 
ley, Iowa. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Mr. Henry N. San- 
born, Indiana. 

Member of the Executive Board — Miss 
Anna May Price, Illinois. 

In making this recommendation for con- 
tinuation in office of the retiring officers 
your committee does not wish to be con- 
sidered as setting any precedent to be fol- 
lowed in succeeding years with changed 
conditions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JULIA A. ROBINSON, 
CHARLOTTE TEMPLETON, 
M. S. DUDGEON, 

Nominating Committee. 



The report was adopted, and the secre- 
tary cast the ballot for the officers as nomi- 
nated. 

Committee Appointments 

The president announced standing com- 
mittees as follows: 

Publications: Mr. Asa Wynkoop, New 
York; Mr. Henry N. Sanborn; Indiana; 
Miss Clara F. Baldwin, Minnesota. 

Committee on Aid to New Commissions: 
Mr. W. R. Watson, New York; Miss Julia 
A. Robinson, Iowa; Mrs. Minnie C. Bud- 
long, North Dakota. 

Committee on Books in Foreign Lan- 
guages for Traveling and Public Libraries: 
Miss J. Maud Campbell, Massachusetts; 
Miss Anna A. McDonald, Pennsylvania; 
Mr. M. S. Dudgeon, Wisconsin; and Miss 
Lilly M. E. Borresen, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

On motion, adjourned. 

CLARA F. BALDWIN, 
Acting Secretary. 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 

The A. L. A. School Libraries section met 
Friday afternoon and evening, December 
31, 1915, at Hotel La Salle, Chicago. The 
opening hour, for general reports and dis- 
cussion, was presided over by Miss Martha 
Wilson, in the absence of Miss Mary E. 
Hall, chairman of the section. About sixty 
were present for the afternoon. 

General Reports 

The treasurer's report showed $2.75 in 
the section treasury as a result of voluntary 
contributions of twenty-five cents per mem- 
ber at Berkeley. Three more contribu- 
tions were received at Chicago, making a 
total of $3.50. 

A greeting and message from Miss Hall 
was read by Miss Rachel Baldwin, of Brook- 
lyn. Miss Hall recounted the rapid growth 
of interest and activity in school libraries, 
evidenced by the recent successful meet- 
ings and exhibits in California, Illinois, 
Ohio, New Jersey, New York, New England 
and the South. Concerted effort was urged 
for the appointment of trained supervisors 
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of school libraries in all states. A tele- 
gram of greeting and appreciation to Miss 
Hall was voted and sent. 

Miss Martha Wilson reported active 
work in progress on the list of books for 
school libraries, to be published by the 
U. S. Bureau of Education. 

The new department of "School Library 
News" in the Wilson Bulletin, published by 
The H. W. Wilson Company, was explained 
by Mr. Willis Kerr, who, with Miss Hall, 
is editing the department. 

A permanent school library exhibit, to 
be kept at A. L. A. headquarters for loan 
as needed, was suggested. Ordered that a 
committee of three, including the chairman 
of the section, be appointed to prepare such 
an exhibit. 

The report of Mr. P. K. Walter, chairman 
of the committee on professional training 
of school librarians, was presented, explain- 
ing the purpose of the committee to investi- 
gate how large a demand exists for trained 
school librarians. The trend of discussion, 
by several library school directors and 
representatives of various states present, 
was that the demand for trained librarians 
for schools is increasing, that sometimes 
it is difficult to find suitable candidates, and 
that the library schools are beginning to 
offer special work in this field. 

A discussion of the function of the 
A. L. A. Committee on co-operation with the 
National Education Association called forth 
the explanation from Mr. Kerr, chairman 
of the committee, that the committee in 
no way duplicates the work of the School 
Libraries section and that there is a dis- 
tinct advantage in having an official com- 
mittee representing the American Library 
Association as a whole to co-operate with 
the N. E. A. and other educational bodies 
and officers. 

Miss Irene Warren, president of the 
N. E. A. Library Department, outlined the 
plans for the meeting and exhibit at New 
York, in July, 1916. 

Normal and Elementary Schools 

Miss Irene Warren presided over this 
part of the program. 
The comparative merits of supervision of 



school libraries by state library commis- 
sions and by state departments of educa- 
tion were discussed by Miss Ruth Wool- 
man, of the Missouri Library Commission, 
Mr. Kerr, and Mr. O. S. Rice, of Wisconsin. 

The lack of adequate textbooks for re- 
quired courses in children's literature was 
presented by Miss Mary B. Day, of the 
State Normal School at Carbondale, Illi- 
nois. 

The importance of a thoroughly equipped 
children's library department in all nor- 
mal school libraries was described by Mr. 
Kerr and Miss Effie Power. 

Miss Grace Rose, of Davenport, Iowa, 
told of the plan for certification of the 
reading and library knowledge of teachers 
who have not had normal school training. 

Miss Helene Louise Dickey, of Chicago 
Normal College, read a comprehensive 
paper on the need of library facilities in 
city training schools. 

The work of the N. E. A. Library Depart- 
ment committee on normal school libraries 
was discussed, the opinion being that effort 
should now be made for more generally 
adequate funds and staff for normal school 
libraries. 

W. H. KERR, 

Acting Secretary. 

High Schools 

The High School librarians, with about 
thirty in attendance, met in an informal 
round table Friday evening, December 31st. 
In the absence of Miss Mary Hall, Miss 
Florence Hopkins of Detroit Central High 
School, acted as chairman. Miss Fanny 
Ball of Central High School, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., was secretary. 

Various topics in regard to the manage- 
ment of high school libraries were dis- 
cussed, such as courses in cultural reading 
in informal groups, and lectures, under the 
organization of the library, which should 
be open to pupils and parents together, on 
such subjects as music, biography and civic 
life. The possibility of library work as a 
vocation was brought up with the sugges- 
tion that courses of study in the high 
school be outlined for the guidance of 
pupils, as is the case in other vocational 
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subjects. The need of training pupils in 
the use of the library and of reference 
books was also thoroughly talked over. 

Miss Warren of the School of Education, 
University of Chicago, spoke of the neces- 
sity of having librarians in high schools 
tvho had the training of the teacher as well 
as that of the librarian and maintained also 
that the library should be worked up as a 
separate department of the school. The 
general tone of the meeting was to the 
effect that the high school library has 
proved its right to claim an integral place 
in the regular school system. 

Mr. Rice of the Department of Educa- 
tion, Wisconsin, offered the following 
resolution which was adopted. 

"We recommend that the necessary 
equipment be provided in high schools for 
instruction in the use of books and li- 
braries, and that such instruction be put 
upon the same basis, by the various states, 
as other required high school subjects." 

The discussion of the resolution clearly 
indicated that there was no intention of 
introducing technical training into the 
high school, but rather to give in some 
dozen or twenty lessons the needed instruc- 
tion to enable pupils to make intelligent 
use of the library and to do independent 
reference work. 

FANNY D. BALL, 
Acting Secretary. 

LIBRARY LABOR SAVING DEVICES 

A report from the committee on library 
administration on "Library labor saving 
devices" is printed elsewhere in this issue; 
in connection with the proceedings of the 
recent Council meeting. The committee 
there voices its disappointment that only 
158 of the 800 libraries have replied to 
whom were sent the questionnaire on this 
subject. If a reader of these words 
chances to be one of those who did not 
fill out and return the questionnaire, may 
we urge him please to do so, in order that 
the data which the committee is collecting 
may be as full and as representative as 
possible. It should be sent to Mr. C. Sey- 
mour Thompson, Public Library, Wash- 
ington, D. C. If you have mislaid the blank 



sheet sent you, ask Mr. Thompson for an- 
other. 

NOTES AND QUERIES 
(The secretary of the A. L. A. will ap- 
preciate a carbon copy of letters sent in 
answer to these queries.) 



Dr. W. Dawson Johnston, librarian St. 
Paul Public Library, would like to have in- 
formation with regard to any libraries 
which are having their printing or any 
part of it done on their local school 
press. 



Miss Lizzie L. Bloomstein, librarian 
George Peabody College for Teachers, 
Nashville, Tenn., would like to have infor- 
mation of any colleges or universities 
which give apprentice courses for train- 
ing applicants for library work. 

SHAKESPEARE TERCENTENARY 

The November, 1915, Bulletin contained 
a number of suggestions regarding the ob- 
servance of the Shakespeare tercentenary. 
Here are a few more. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board has is- 
sued a "Brief guide to the literature of 
Shakespeare," by H. H. B. Meyer, of the 
Library of Congress. "Its object," to 
quote from the preface, "is to provide in- 
formation concerning the various editions 
ol Shakespeare's writings, and to point out 
at least a few of the biographies, com- 
mentaries, and criticisms which have con- 
tributed to our knowledge of the poet and 
his works. It is hoped that it will enable 
the librarian, the teacher or any one who 
may be interested, to select the books best 
suited to his particular needs, with the least 
expenditure of time and money. It differs 
from other guides to Shakespeare, some ol 
which are mentioned in Section III of 
this list, in that it attempts to point a 
way through the vast maze of Shakes- 
pearean literature, rather than to offer in- 
struction in the method of reading any 
particular play or group of plays." 

The Boston Public Library has issued 
the following pamphlet: "Shakespeare 
Tercentenary 1616-1916. An exhibition, 
free lectures, selected list of working edi- 



